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from Apoſtles, from Evangeliſts, from Scrip- 
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Ruin of 55 Total: and true Religion, 
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and Vice, 
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| 9 our Memory, is Sanchonidthan, a 


Phenician Author ; who according t Euſe- 
bins *, derived moſt of his Principles 8 
Moſes: and Philo Biblis aſſerteth 
8 anc hon iat han made uſe of Tak 1 
compiling his peter 'who 


autus* 


ſhall be proved to be Aces, called by the 


Grecians, Mercury, and the Egyptians, 
Theyth.” Homer who was the moſt ancient a- 
mong the Greeks, alludes to the three An > 
which a 57 75 to Abraham, as — 4 
Moſes. Heſiod's, Chaos } his dividing Da an 
Nicht makingthe ſeventh Day Holy nN 
out of Clay, Ge, are taken — the Books 
of Moſer.” Tele A Diſciple of the Exyp- 
tians and Chaldeans, defined Gop an Eter- 
nal Being, vu bout e a or End: ald 
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venter af many things Nate GriMoſes. Af. 
titinans, (as Numenius calls him) whoſe 
Writings, lays Clemens: Alexdndrinns , Fuſe: 
„in , "Joſephus 4. e his 
eſides theſe Proofs 

bere are chant: N ha ancient Writers 
thatibear Witnefy-off Mofes's:: Antiquity ;' a- 
mong-»whom! are bees glatt 
Judłus a Peripatetick, c. who lived betweer 

the Reigns of Plalemy, Pbilgparer, arid La- 
ihurus; Cleodemus; Daodorus \ Siculus, Philo 
Judeus, Foſepbut, Juvenal, Flbtarcb, Sc. 
whoever. will not be ſatisfied with theſe may 
conſult. Euſebius, Clemens Alexandrinus and 
Juſtin: with whom the Fewiſh:Thahiudifts, 

Ee. Krenuoully agree, and beydnd all doubt 
— oye, that the Books aſeribed to\Mo/es,: are 
8 andi beſides them, Cunſtant ine the Great 
aſſures us, that Moſes: did ſo excel all others 
in Wiſdom, that after him alli the Philoſo- 
phers and Wiſe Men, Whether Jem or Gen. 
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| N + £ 
| De | 73 1 05 11% * ay 9 20 - 5 
FA alle ti ord * nul! /Moſt 
ohne crittc a way ang do 101v:3% 


* 


in dilgdro. + Strom. 1, & alibiſepe. { In on 2. 
] Lab. 2. contra Apion. 


5 F; 2 4. | 

pied from, or Imitations of the facred Wii. 
tings, which is ſhewn and demonſtrated 
from ancient Hiſtorians and Moraliſts, 
from Apoſtles, from Evangeliſts, f from Scrip- 


ay from, Nature, the. 
a den fro Dontemp 


id in a 


2 


Ruin of true Lt and true Religion, 
and the Triumph of WO, Infidelity 


and Vice. 


( ou a the r Writtrs, * has 


_— our Memory, is Sanchoniathan, a 
Phenician Author; who according to Euſe- 
bins , derived moſt of his Principles from 
Moſes: and Philo Bibli . rs 1 92 
8 anc boiathan made uſe . e Bobks | 
autus i Compiling his Philoſoph 70 mo 
ſhalt be proved to be Miſes, ca Aby wh 
Greczans, Mercury, and the Egyptians, 
Thoyth. Homer who was the moſt ancient a- 
mong the Greeks, alludes to the three An els 
which appeared to | Abraham, as mentione 
Moſes.” Heſiod s, Chaos g his dlviding Day 4 0 
Night, making the ſeventh Day Holy, and Mah 
out of Clay, Ge, are taken from the Books 
of Meſes. 7. Sale” 'a Diſciple of the Exyp- 
tians and Chaldeans, defined Gop an Eter- 
nal Being, oithout Tg: or der! alrd 
0 E404 H1124 DVI, IL HNOALOW [C1110 At. Its 


WOE De 
(un DUE 11 


E285 9 1 $4 of} 1 3J:F53 151 Ot 20 iis 


Prep. aut ib. F PIB Faſeb: b. deep. Evang. 


lib, 10 <> 76d; ſhe 0 ;h E 
copied 10 U fn * Wes l, bone Arles A5, l. 


. 
238 
85 
. 

7 . 
UA 
1 
PEW 
5 
1 


0 (30. 
his Companion, Solon, makes uſe of the vt 
abd-foirth'Commandrhent: «3% 201 10 Col“ 
erk K. i0 gui ade ET * bo 
Pßbyrbagonas forbid graven Ii at 
that ele but tha fifſt Cdmmandinent? » 
crates & ſays} De or 'Theuthj: was can a= 


venter of many things:o Niata GriMoſes. dts: 


titinans, (as Numemiur calls: him) whoſe 


Writings, tays Clement, Alerundrinug g, Fuſe: 
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the Reigns of P/alemy, Phiopater, and La- 
tharus; beteten Diadarur Siculus, Philo 
Juden, Josephus, Furvenal;: Plutarch, Se. 
whoever. will pot be ſatisfied with theſe may: 
conſult. Euſebius, Clemens Alexandrinus and 
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" Moſt of the Heathen 


Lee bim) and their Philo- 

ſophy dyas a Fart of bis 'Wriings; what ele 
can be ſo god, fo certain a Proof ef the An⸗ 
tiquity ane Veraclty of Scripture? The Phe- 
nicians from their frequent Commeree wich 
the Jews taught openiy that they were 
brought through the Red Sea, into Phenicin. 
The Egypiians who were incor ; 
them by Captivity, Ec. lived; 
the Eaſt, ſor a number of Yearsamong 


the Peri 


ſtructed from Perfia; Greece, from Phenitia; 
* Maritime Coaſts and the Romans; fand 
Grete. The Phentciadch worſhipped As, 
under the Name of Taautus and Aaubnit ; 
note Aonis is Bacrbhu Bacchus is the fame as 
Oris, O Adarir. The Egypriuns a- 
dored Mercury ry, under the Name Tour h 
or Thoyth;; Mercuryor Mouth is named by the 
Cari ant Inbram or Imbramus, which is Moſe ofes, 
ſocalled from his Father Amram or Amramus. 
Mercury: s drawn holding a Stick, curled 
with Serpents, to repreſent Moſes's' Rod, 
which deſtroyed the diabolical Serpents of the 
Pgyptianss: And: Mercury being called by: 
he Poets, the Meſſenger of the Gods, is a 
ne Alluſion to Moſes, who is called the 
Seryant 97 Gop. _ Jupiter commanded 
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Mediator between God and Mun 1 and 


 reanyother things in dhe Prophetsand\GoF- 


concerning Chriſt our Redeemer. The 
Srebilius learned ſeveral Moſaſck Doctrines 
from the Pbenigiuns and Peyprians, which: 
were alter wurde rb tod . Fables, not. 
witkſtanding this, N n there, 
have eng . — * 146 prove their 'Deti 
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others, was driven out of FR 7 
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be tod tedious. to explain the Rites and, Laws 
of evety Countty in Et it ſuffioe 
then, when I Have mentioned | that the Gan, 
of .ithe/; Remus were the fame; with;thoſe: 
in Gratee, and other Places, differing only: in 
2 and mben 1 affirm Moſes, te bender. 
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Weil 
France, 3 and Spain, and be. bote; 
vari Names in other Places; whence 
ii follows — 3 of them to be 
Meſes, pi lar ths: all. Thus at one View: 
vou ſee a great pa neg thei: Greeſ, Roman, 
Exypti an, &. both: eaſtern and weſtetn, 
Religion, Ge, to hw followed from 
the Bogks:.of ey: 70 is produced 
an antes n bee ref its Veracity,) 
Anti quity Anthority,.. 25 he reſt, ofthe, 
Old Seripturg follow, - a-great-Part of which, 
has for its-Faundation the Writings of Malt; 
the Cannon: of ithe.Old Seripture was compiled 
by Eſdra, under the great Synagogue, and in | 
the Reign of Artaxerxes Macrochergsz and all 
agtee it was demie before the coming of Chriſt; 
The Hiſtorical Parts of the New Teſtament 
are certainly as true as the Old, for the fayr E- 
vangeliſts wrote all in oe Age, and we find their 
Writings agree ſo well, that no Man in his 
Senſes can, or will attempt to diſproye them. 


Now from the whole; is it not obvions that 
Bocrates 
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Syerates and others ald, whom our Mir: 
ter admireꝶ as Ornarhents to Hamas Natirez 
received. their Notions and Opiniong, moe 
on leſs, from Myſes/?: and was TI 
eiple in them noble or excellent, ny as it 
| approackied;:. or wWaz in fact receivagtrirom 
ſome Part of the Moſaick:Verity.-Gonflantine, 
aſſures us that all the Philoſophers took his 
Writings for their Rule, z. e. built their 
Syſtems upon them; did they not therefore 
think him inſpired? Stcrares ſeems to ad- 


mire Moes, when he calls him an Inventor, 


or. Inſtructor of many things, and thereby 
owns his great Power and Wiſdom ; but our 
Deiſt, who would gladly be thought a Fol- 
lower of Socrates, rejects Moſes and his 
Works too; is this then imitating Socrates? 
Plato demonſtrates his Knowledge of Scrip- 


ture, and would he deſire to know What he 


did not care to practice. Our Philoſopher 
knows not what he would be at, and I am 
afraid he is a Philoſopher only by Profeſſion, 
like Weolſton who wrote againſt the Miracles 


of Feſus Chriſt, to pleaſe a few rakiſh young 
Fellows that maintained him, 


"Pa what I have ſhew you of the An- 
tiquity of Maſes and | his, Writings, and that 
they are a Part of the Worſhip of the whole 
World, I hope you will give ſuch Attention 
to it, as the Nature "and * of the 
M.,tter 
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that the Perſon to WBHom he is ing, uſed 
in his Converſation to call him an Infidel : 


B Whether 


his Way for the preſent. "HY 
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Whether this Confeſſion was meant o gh 


Deſign, I know not, but am afraid, in the 
ra "6 13; abe W che . 0 yn 


Exiſtence of a pe wins od — | for this 
Reaſon, ſhelter himſelf in what he calls 


Deiſpi; . | accorgur tg his 6 TIE 


ciples, he does not ps nor urge 
ceſſity of any eternal Worſhip or Service to 


him, To rob him, therefore, of this his 


natural Right, is to deny him. However, 


I will not preſs too hard upon our Writer 


here, but rather indulge the Man 
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His Letter contains near 100 Pages, 69 


of which are taken up in a Sort of Con- 


troverſy with the ingenious Dr. Benſen il tho 


very little to the Purpoſe, and of n tmate- 
rial Effect. But, as my. Defigh is b abt to 


interfere in that Diſpute, but to ade Dr. 
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Rik of vet Wr e . ee rorhePublick, 
no doubt.” Towards the Middle"of Page 3, 
he this, it about Time to begin his im- 
portal ang Letter, An ys, Bg 7 proceed 
to a? feder the the f yhateCalk and Invitations 10 
0 FI ch of your” briftian” Brethrin;” as = 
moſiReajon to be confident of the Obacht of thei 
Cauſt by producing t Publict Ge. 
Zion "thoſe Htrong Objettions, as they (5 Way of 
Contempt) art” pleaſed to call* rbem. I beg 
Leave to lay bifore yo my Complaint againſt 


Jos” v) them for" ver) GER 2 
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ar very injurious Treatment of theis- 2 
ſaries: When I read this, 1 prepared Jor 
a long Liſt of Offenders, and expected 
our Writercjto, ſummgn hem all before me, 
according to the formal Notice, given; but 
how much am 1, deceived, and grea ly dil- 
appointed, When none ut Di. | 15 dterland 
appears "to the. Charge: 7 It was. ee 
77 ingenigus, as: well AS . prudent, i in ot 
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and then to level his Piece, againſt 4. dea 


c to raiſe. his R Reader's 8 Fi 
Manz but he had good Reaſon for this, 


knowing be would eſcape - the Rebu 0 
ſo . approved a Writer, ... Howeyer, chat we 
may have . clear Idea of the. Matter, x\ 1 will al 
confider, N little the Charge ufelf, a it 
ſtar 8 thus in p. 4. of the Letter, What 
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ſemblance of the other too naturally drawn, 
IF. it be ſaid that the, Atheiſt believes no» 


ching of a God, or his. Providence, pays 5 
external Worſhip, to, the Deity, believes:no+ 
thing of a future State, of Rewards and 
Punifhments, but lives and dies like 5 
Swine": / Whereas, / on the contrary, t 
Deiſt believes the Exiſtence of k God, fr 
a future State, of Rewards! and Puniſh- 
ments. I anſwer, how ſhall we know that 
the Deiſt believes ſo far, when he pays no 
external Worſhip to the Deity diſooverable 
to us, no more than the Atheiſt, Where is 
the Church of the Deiſts ?. Perhaps, ſome 
in Charity may alledge for the Deiſt, that 
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1 Deiſts id the Church of England, and De- 

; | iſts among the Diſſenters; hut hoyy ig this 
p pofithle ? the Church of England is ſuppor 

E----1 ſod to be founded by Feſus Chrift its . 

1 che Diſſenters confeſs the ſame: Now, if 


the Deiſts believe nothing of Jeſus Chriſt, 
nor of a Revelation by him, nor of the 
Neceſtity, . or Validity of che Scriptures, 
with what, Conſi 2 0 of Princ inciple c can they 
1111 5 T4 ONT attend 
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(514)! 
attend in any Church of England, Scotland, 
or anywhere elſe, - to hear a Sermon, or 
abe ede From the Scriptures, for an 
Hour or fo, or how Can they join in the 
Service of the Church with People met to- 
gether om Day commemorating the Riſing 


of a Saviour from the Dead, and his Aſcen- 


ſion intꝰ Heaven; of all which he believes 
not one Word. It is eafy to obſerve, this 
Confeſſion of Chriſtianity in every Church 


obliges the Deiſt in à great meaſure to ab- 
ſent himſelf,” which is all he wants, or de- 


fires, his End is compleated: : He has re- 
nounced all Religion, with all its Modes 
and Forms whatſoever; and T am the ra- 
cher embolden d to fay ſo, 28 I have min 


told as much from the Mouth of 'a 


ſeſſed Degt's"\ Whettin then'does 4e 565 


act mort conſiſtently than the | Atheiſt? 1 


ſhall always ſuſpect ſuch Profeſſors of the 


Belief of the Exiſtence of a God guilty-of 
Hypocriſy, Father than go about minutely | 


to account for their Profeffion : 1 ＋ hey may 
juſtly be fulpected, either to ' magnify their 
Allegiance to natural Rae, or to leſſen 


their Allegiance to reveal'®; either their 
Chow id is . | Faith 
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- (hs). | 
Faith is better than they pretend to, or 15 
Morals worſe: : For; What Service cun | 
ſpeculative Belief of the Exiſtende of. 4 my 
be to them? The \Devils believe." ani tremble: 


But, when 1 look abroad Meß he World, 


or in my own Mind compare! THz hgs, and 
examine 7 2 what 5 "il Ten | 
prochted eir Notions of 22 "I pity 

their Weakneſs,” t to be deläded i into WRT. 2 
jectioh of what there is .o great Foundation 


1 


in Reaſo ber ine Truth of. "4 as gene- 


"rally been oby'd;' thar molt, if Hor Alk the 
" Deifts,'were Chriſta? firſt of a] all but, being? 
Indlin'd to fit ole ts! Nackt, "rhey ſhake 


eff the one half Of their Religion, of more, 


tutn Daft, of Pree-Thinkers ; "ak ſotne few 
of them, after collecting a few Common- 
place Seraps, ſet up for moral Philofophers 
and write againft Chriſtianity This is ex- 


actly the Caſe, | with Regard. to this Letter 


- called; Def fairly flated, 8&6; There is ho- 
thing new in k, our Writer's Propoſitions, 
and Principles, have plagued the World be- 


fore, and were long ago exploded; but this 


© new Leader of this Sect; willing: to ſhew his 
"Genius and Talents, has told us what Was 
| known before he was born. 


' 7 
5 > * ' 4 
F 4 
75 l „ 4 8 44 135 


In Page, BE be . oh Tee 75. 5 * 


« 
x * 


Thing as true Religion, bow; differently. fe- 


1 ever Men. may think concerning it. If theee 
| be ſuch 2 Thing | as true Religion, ag:doubr- 
Jeb t there . it muſt eonſiſt in dhe Wor- 
| hip, 'of. a, Deity, in the open Acknowledg- 
| ment of bim by People before all the World, 
| a Nated Time for Duty muſt be appointed, 
1 and regularly obſerved: For God, i is a God of 
4 Order, and not of Confuſion; The Deiſis wt 
| and nee: the Sabbath, as of no. Conf 
« quence, Py they argue, that Man was made; for 
þ Society, and that the Buſineſs of ;. Society 
ö may be accompliſh'd, without the Oblemrange 
B -/ this Day: That it has been changed from 
! the ſeeuth, Day of the Week, to the, fi 
| and. therefore may be alter; d. Is engt the 
' Deſign, of this to make uſe of no Day at 
all? but to leave the Heknowledgment of 
God, and of his Goaduaſd to any Time 
when they may be in the Humour ſonlit, 
how, or where, or when they pleaſe; Which, 
beſides the Confuſion tlis muſt: ſpeedily 
bring into the World, whete is the! Juſtice 
of uch a Behaviour, and Where will this 


4 tue 


be, . 
* TOTS: >; ER 8 
g UC ans a) N „ Re, be a lh 
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1 7 3 
ttue Religion ! ſoon be? Even ſunk into Form, 
and'decay?d,” and only to be obſerved hen 


they pleaſe. But I haſten to conſidet lik 
Tropitone, 


* *. 121 „ . #42 
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© Prop. 1. Every A her" that indi vEBentbly 
 obliges a Man- to the Per formance of 
it, muſt be founded on ſome apparent 
7 Ratbrd] Reaſon; for, Ls there be ſuch 
2 Reaſon for the Belief of a Propoſition, 


or performing an Action, whence arzſes 
"the Mee, to either. 1 25 | N "ON 
3. ut 04 VE SY 
100 Gp It Ss. a nes, / that 
. God has a Right to command us to per- 
form, certain Duties or Actions, that demon- 
ſtrate our Dependance upon him; and his 
5 Manner of dealing with us, evinces it is 
hi ghly reaſonable, we ſhould do fo; and 
Men in all Ages have worſhipped | a God. 
tho' none ever had fo perfe& an Idea of 
him before Chriſtianity as ſince. - Every 
. Duty; that indiſpenſibly obliges a Man to 
che Performance of it, there is always a na- 
| toral Reaſon for, ar otherwiſe It would not 
de pl Duty: God, who is the moſt wiſe, and 
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perfect Being of all others, will not defire 


his Creatures to perform any thing unnatu- 
ral or unreaſonable, T 


rs KÞs ; 


ber II. The Reaſon on which the Ob- 


ation to the D Diſcharge. of a Duty is 


founded, neceſſari ly reſults from the Re- 


lation the Perſon to perform it flands 
into the Party to whom it is to be per- 


formed. 


Then we, as the Creatures of God, 


m we are naturally bound to obey, 
ought to obey, for the very End of our 


Being! is to be happy in ſerving him. 475 


111 a 
11 e 


Prop. UI. if the Reaſon Ot a Duty arifoth 
frm the Relation ſubſſti ng between the 


Parties concerned, then tis obvious every | 
ach Duty las its Found ation, in the, 


Nature of Things, „ 


This is n more than a Repetition 
of the firſt and ſecond Propoſitions ;, and L 
anſwer again, we are naturally bound, to 


Oey Cod, as we are his Creatures, and noe 
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oft ourſelves : but, if our Witer would! 


mean over again, that nothing is a Duty 
but What appears to be ſo in the Nature 
of Things, I anſwer, that all Duties can 
be diſcovered by us, for we never can 
be obliged to do what we are unable 


to perform: : * But, notwithſtanding this is 
nue, that we are now able to perform our 


Duty ſo far, as to hope for Tlappinesß here- 


after; yet we ſhould own we are indebted 


to a Revelation that perfected the Law of 
Nature; whereas it was dark, it is now 
clear; and Men have their Duty explain'd : 

But, even ſuppoſing; for Suppoſition-Sake, 
that the Law of Nature diſcovered every 
Duty to Man that the Scriptures diſcover ; 


yet, if we have better Opportunities for per- 


forming thoſe Duties, ſhall it not be required 
at our Hands, * tho' the Law, or Light of 
Nature, how ſufficient ſoever it might be in 
itſelf to ſave Mankind, when duly attended 
to, was not ſufficient to reform thin, When 
they generally neglected it; Behne that 
very Thing which ſhould reform them was 
e and: 9 Add now” to de- 


Wer TE 2 8 ſpiſe 
N Tails s Notes on his Commentary upon the * 


p. 2566. 
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ſpiſe n difrepard_ any Diſcoveries of God!s, 
Will and Goods 


neſs, to neglect any Scheme 
he has formed to prqmte Virtue and Hap. 
pineſs, is fooliſh, wicked, and a, capital 


Tanten of ** Law 1 Wa ien 0 
". Prov. V. Natural Tri are cape 


. being, perceived, by us to be Dutzes, 


[This s,a Confeſſion of my Anhwer 19 
; the Third Propoſition, J theſe. having. 
. tbeir Foundation. in Nature; and, the 


; 3 Bear Ml. 'T, bing them e are ith 4 


7 4 — * 


5 1 iin cl! 


If when, the notural Faculties, are carefully 


improved, Man: may perceive his Duty, it wil 


be found. neceſſary He muſt have Help, in 


be has now 1s: tts re which are ſuf⸗ 


SE # 


tn nei Pratepts for imer run mee 
and ſpiritual Life: But, if our Writer thinks 
that the Heathens took much Pains in the 


Improvement of their Faculties, and that 
they traced out their Duty, and perform'd it 
as perfectly as Chriſtians, he is abſolutely 

miſtaken ; 5 


92 Baal, fo be craced out: by- us. 309 


0 220 | 
miſtaken ; for the wiſeſt among the Hestheng 
never diſcover d Gad as he is diſcoverid to us, 
and I ſuppoſe ſome of chem cultivated, theit 
Faculties full as much as our Deiſt himſelf 
has done they were Lovers of ſtrange Goda, 
and were ſunk in Idolatry and Superſtition, 
having blinded their Underſtanding by Will- 


| Worſhip, and an almoſt total Deviation from 


the Law of Nature, when God, in his in 
finiic Mercy, gave them ia 37 ned of 


1 great A n RI 0 DIEGO! 


9 po! ”. 


ib © 3 its 191 11 Yill LL n man who 
- Pope VI. That Wh Bai, abe in- 
1 nite Wijdoin treated us with reaſoning. 


0117 Powers and Faculties: very limited and 


1/7 ednfined, will, in Fullice, require f us 
30 . Condut?. bat. Proportional: 'f0: the Abi- | 
11 gf Pirciption-and Aion, flat wwe 
baue, eee to "What aur 
ede not... Eng # KAT 711 re e 
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Adorable Bring f £ amiſs one worthy of 


. Adoratien; and Adoration is the Act of ren- 


dering g divine Honouts: when appl id tõ God, , 
it 6:ppoſes/him to be worthy of them, Why 


then do the Deiſts neglect to pray to God, 


Dat and 


— — IC IL NES 
— FT TR. TOTS 
— — —— — — =s 


—_ — 
— — 


— —— 
— 


(6229 
and ay! it is f impertinent to do ſo? if it be 


impertinent to pray to God, how is he to 


them, and conſequently, to our Deiſt an 
adorable Being? This is an Atheiſtical No- 


tion, to believe in an adorable Ee ; and 
OOTY FEIODL TH; - 


Jen alin God will require, and does re- 


quire only a Conduct proportionate to our 
Abilities of Perception and Action; but then, 


why ſhould our Writer all along repreſent. 
our Abilities as naturally ſufficient to diſ- 
cern all that a Revelation hath taught us. 


Are there not too many ſad Inſtances to the 
contrary in our own Kingdom, of thoſe who 
never read the Bible, what does their Na- 
ture teach them, either of God, Religion, or 
any thing that is good and virtuous? On che | 


contrary, are they not in one Degree or o- 
ther downright vicious and brutiſh; and 1 
cannot help obſerving, that our Writer find- 
ing -he-had gone too far in his Deſeri ton 


. 8 


of human Nature, turns round in this lat 


Propoſition to tell us, our Powers. und Fal 


 culties are very limited, and confined. This 
1 the very Look of the Pamphlet, and 


4 had 
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Way of thinking, to what, our Deiſt is, nor 


„ 
had hace AY better left out; but Truth 
muſt appear in one Shape or other, So = 


from the Conſideration of the Whole, 
evidently appears that the Chriſtian Taflitu- 


tion is neceſſary to be obſerved, in order to 
eternal Salvation, in that it darts ſo great a 


Light upon the human Underſtanding, and 
all the rational Faculties, and qualiffes us 
to live, and think like Men; it raiſes our 
Conceptions above the low Enjoyments of 


this World, and teaches us the Way to 
immortal Happineſs | i in a far more noble 
and conſpicuous Manner, than the Light 


of Nature could do. But our Writer, in 
Vindication of his. Deiſm and Free-think- 
ing, tells us, that Socrates,” and others of 
old, J were gteat Ornaments, and did. 45 a 
Honpur, fo human Nature as. any Chriſtian 
ever did. Who his others of old are he 
has not told us, but among them he means 
Plat, no doubt. I believe Socrates, Plato, 
d gthers of old, were of a very different 11 


is it in his Power to prove that ben of 
them were Free-Thinkers,  Secrates,.W g 


he names himſelf, never 13 Ren x 


gion 


l 3 024 ) 

| kgion of the Country, but always cbunte. 

i nanced it both by Diſcourſe and Example: 
1 His Precept to his Scholars about Matters 

if of Worſhip, was to govern themſelves lr 

1 1 THE CUSTOM or THE CouvuTR Y 

if whereas our Deiſts are for no Cuſtom at 

[| all. Socrates himſelf facrificed & regularly 

i DO e both at home, and at the publick Altars': 

[| * And there is all the Reaſon in the World 

[f * to believe, that had he lived in the pre- 

il E ſent/ Age, he would never have flouted 

1 Chriſtianity, as our Deiſt does.” Let any 

| - one judge whether Socrates can be brought. 

i in as of any Service to our Deiſt: He al- 

i ways paid a great Regard to Sacrifice,” and | 

h to the Gods. It is reported of him, « That N 
if in à Diſcourſe with Eutbypbron, an Ha- I 
1 *. ruſper, who was bringing an 1 4 
1 <« for Murder againſt his Father; aſſ d iN 


«© him, if he thought it juſt 25 Bere 
edo. ſo ? Ves, ſays the Haruſpex, it is right 
“and pious to bring an Offender to Juſtioe, 
e tha he be my Father: For 1 . Fove 
bound his Father Saturn in Chains for 
e deyouring his Children: and Saturn had 
0 - JORGE: his Father * ſome other m_ 


pb. 24 e Ihen 
00 "of the Gods? Paſent 
Niculty : But, do you think 
el Thng k: They are i wür; By 
anthe ötlier, ard ſtranger Things than 
*"thefs which 1 could tell you,” From 
hence it is caly to Obletve Sbcrates-wis"rioh. 
ſo free a Thinker, as our Writer would re- 
prefent® hind, en he bri rings im in 8s an 
+ be Kbeſkid Niture,* dif" from 
4 del Syftent of Kei gion” and 
tar MM ae "Believe one Ware f what 
the Hariſpey told Hit; on the contraty, that 
the Stories of Fove and Saturn were a 
Fables: Nor does Plato appear on the De- 
he at All; f bs teported of hith; that 
wigs Nele webe cotteraty to thoſe Kriownl 
«if Greco, and. de feſerbling Chiti 


44 


, 2 fore Chriſtians" luſpedted he bad 

"I I Teltarn zent; and his Man- 
< ner of thinking Gonfiftea "ſolely -in ap- 
7 « preaching to Chriſtianity : ” But our De- 
Y iſt would throw . the Chriſtian R. a- 
* fide; E this then like Plato? 4 One Ane. 
, a, Heathen Plataniſ, upon reading 
7 4 © the" fiſt alte of Ve. "Jobn t the Evauge- 
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. az Gidon, By, Fours this ® * Barbarjan, 
FO our, Maſter Platds, 15 Hoi 
melius venetates and. admires he Beginning 

of St. Aobns Golpet+ and perhaps; It, yas. 

* T4 EA Zo, 0 1 in 

Letters of .Goldz.,o nd ſet In the e nat gon 

ſpicuous, lage in in every C 00. ec ut 25a5>d 4 
a4 lo 1301 WT: 190/26 nid & 25 of MH 

And who now. 1s. che Neiſt, but; out Mite 4 

| der bine, Seeger 7 2g, 1 8 n 

lh whom bel brought, Affront 2019715 

Chriſtian Rejigion, are e Adoxers,of ih 

We ſee bow, much. . bis Wo A. ee pl 
derade upon. ag vn, Ho ole adh 

201399 1p 9 wet 2 Nang 

Vest! in their t e 
of 6 Deiſt,, which 1 Will conſider,: 

e have to fay dige Mk ch 

5 Principle, 05 the better, -diſcoyer! 
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aurgis, fiteris . um, per omnes Eccleſias in hicis 
eminentiJimis proponendum e icebar. 


— 


—————— —K—§—J——ñůͤ [Es ö—ẽ— ———ͤ ͤ —Aòd— — — - © 4 — — 
Fl - * 4 _—_— 48”, 
— — 2 — — 2 —— . 
— — — — — — — — w_ — - 
- — — —— — 
— 


— — —U 


— 


— 


„ — 4 ww 
... ² i—jÄ1—... ̃⁵ ˙ↄdlddd rw", 6 


2 
WAG — — — 


— — 
— 


—— — ́—— 


— —— = © "Os — 
— — — — 
— — — —— 


e * — 
— — — — —— — — - 
rr rr 
— Rinne, eo nie at ems > 
„ — — — — — —— 


” ——— —⅛ » — — — — 
— — > apc «ee I_PS> tes 
— —— —— agg? ome 

— — — —— 


— 


— — — — FOG es — = 


__ 


— — 


| tet hun in mot 


chat ig, becauſe the 1 Lord and Sovereign : 


8 5 ern 
wap d Ly 5 0 ee, Bring, 
of" himſelf,” inffiitely'-þ 


war TY 8 Nen A % 0. dend 


Ane ſfärily Exiſting ſelf⸗ſüffcient, and 
an infinitely perfect Being without Domini- 
-6fii would not be God. The Names gi Ben 
Languages dendte, not his 
labſlfact, m metaphyſical, and lolate' Idea ; 
but 1 religions and relatite ones, Eyety 
Worſtüpper df God will allow. Tat he Wor- 
ſhips that ſelf-etiſtingBeing, becauſe he de Got; 


1 


For; one would be under no Obligation! to 


Wortbüp b Being though ablolutchy perfect, 
that bad no Dominion: over hit Te Pe. 


gde not iworſhip- God: at ball, and ſome 
& them ſay 


it! is imipertinent 4, do! ſo 3 
- therefore it ſecms they do not believe God 
ide Poe of any Dominion oer the 
World And to talk of the Belief of a Stꝛte of 
Newa and Puniſhments, , Without” own 
We the Dominion of Ge . * the! "bighef 
n of on at's 7 
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- Hr II. Efafte Figphi an aids as 
 ſential, 0 the; Deity; eppears to be the 
_  Refult: of the. pntemplation. 9 Hi own 
c ential. Perf: ans, and a pure C 

ſeiouſneſs F an invariable Semi 

Bern ae ante 4% Tru 


ir A TOO jv 1108 15911. 141 195101040 138 


= ben be ſhould, endeavour w be, inß- 
ji mich happy by an inxatiable Confomity to 
| - Truths; as far 3 We can! perceive, it. ButeI 
10 ſoppoſe our Miriter had another View in 
if this Principle of ivariable: Conformity, by 
| - which-be' would aſſert it ig be unjuſt in 
j Sad to fend a Revelation 10 one Part of 
the World, and not to anpther.- 1 anſwer, 
. bet. all thaſe who,- firmly adbered, and 
. &iidthy' guided ther mſelves by the Law;pf 
. 4 Nabu agted vp ta their Diſpenſatiop, and 
10 Were, doubtle, Objects of Favour. But 
| | | it Was When the Generality;: of Mankind 
N neglected this Law, and abuſed their Ren- 
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1 00, ahat Goc ſent 3 plainer, which it 
il 2 be. Maqneſs 40 deſpiſes if 01 
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i'Y "A will. ak why it Was not ſent ſooper,,.or 2 
it came to be preached at firſt in 7. . 
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and not. at Rome, or, in Britain, the anc 
ne: riot” belicye them, 11 tay ae 8 
ral Phileſo opher.® 1915dvr Je 7081001 


Alk. 'vd Thy obig Torte 15620 vets 10 
> Prin. III“ Truth ith ractelly eohjdered, 
e | 
x of; "and. in "the" Order of 
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vi UA 041627) hit AL ds op 

kit in ther Power of any Man? Y even 
of. , ur . Philoſopher him{elqito, make ths 
People af. England believe, that, on a certain 
Pay, he being dn his Journey from Edinburgh 
0 Londeyj called at Neucęglla, quſt in the 


Middle af the Rebellion, Wien thedohabin 


tants of phe, Town weie/apprehenſive. of, the 
Approagh,tof, the Epemy, and. mmrmuring 
amqngſt themſelve What Would be the Fate 


of itheis Wiyes and Opildren, and Effects; 


be being, deſixqus.. of, ſhewing: his Fwerz 
commanded. the Current af: the Riyer.,;to 
ſpy and;the; Waters to ſtand up in two Heaps 
to the Right and Left oß bimſelf, leavipg as 

Spaco in the middle, ſo that the dy G 
appeared ab a plain ſmaeth Wells, Whieh 
fg r andl 83 in the 


Town 


Tan tall e bet Effe a away, and 
all he Women and Children. walked through, 
the ice tc Je Youth Side, Withent geo 
eriyigg ze leaſt, Harm, and then, he ordered 
the Waters ane n Ang flaw in their 
e e ee WA node zd! 
tl ni 12% er, ch 461 A. ir Dit? 
ASM. 0 u . itſelf, has: it pak, every 
Fident Mark dene 50 Fid got Tele 
7 ok upen;the Croſs, . canhd 10 1 
i #6, ie hot bis Farne 
pat ing that Ney are, 
70 Noll id, to 2 : 


and 2 they: 28 not BY his og ho 
monces they arch, him of haxing learnt 
Magie in E Nhl, oi The Apoſtles were Men 
MWeal and, without Deſign, well known-in 
Fudea:s and the Lime and Plage: f Hur Sar | 
Pour, apc their Miracles might caſily :bayg 
been indvired into, byrany that ino the leaſt 
daubtad them: Nor, is it in th Power of 
our:.Bblloſpher'to prove that either the Per- 
ſminamed Telus Chriſt, or any cof his Ar 


paſtles had any Deſign 10 anger che — 


* 0 i 

1 — 1 pv 4 8 : _ ' : 
#5 3} «x4 B K 172 p r 
LEES Sx 4 nad 5 RS Dd vw 44 " K-35 „ 4880 8 4 „ . 


(0m 


RL, 

„ N our Author believes nothing of 4 Res 
0 ” vititgcn? be muſt conſequently belere no- 
BY 87 f "Mp ofes, as well as Cbriſt, and yet 
Lu Eqpprian who were among the welt 
. © People 611 Earth, not only believed in him, 
| but reckon Moſes amongſt the testet 
© and wiſeſt Men, that was ever in their 
i © County . But what hall we kay” "for 
q Hur Author, it ö evident that in the times 0 + 
== Heathen Dicknek, they Had a bettet Opi⸗ | ; | 
1 nion of- the Diſciples of Cbriſt, than he hab F 


g of their Maſter, for "When Paul and Barna- 


ll - 5 bas Cured a a lame Man at 'L gra, the Peo- 
' | le aſtoniſhed, and in a manner coinviliced 1 
5 of their Athbtity, cried Gut,” The Gods'ars 
come down! n the Likeneds of Men. 5 Fad ” 1M 
Aſter an- that 10 ber ald, and wrote 

in Defence of a Revelation,” ' ſufficient for 
Satisfaction to every Voneſt Enquiter, yet 
our Writer will have it, we needed none; and 
tho it is acknowledged by the greateſt and 
viſeſt Men of former Ages, (being Conſcious 
how little the World would: be influenced, 
either by Perſuaſion or Terror,) Nechurſe 
was had to pretended Declarations" of God's 
Will: And when they wanted a real Revelas 
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tion, they. Sand Wl Nb. ita tb 


there was no Occaſion for him to ſabdye 
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to enlarge on the Heathen Oracles ;, theſe are 
well known, and bi Uſe made of them; 


Kinds of Debauchey, * was. any ane ane ad- 
1 dicted to the black and malignant Pattions: | 
© did he burn for the Murther of his Brother, N 
cor the Oppreſſion of his Fellow Creatures} | 


© 


“this Luſt of Hatred, wilt be had God 
© beſbre him, whoſe” Examples. he might. 
copy, and whoſe Principal Atiributes. were 
c Violence and Revenge; was he 8 1 5 
. to the moſt infamous Pleaſutes did be 
wallow in TIntemperance, riot in | exceſſive 
and licentious Living ? how agreeable muſt 
it be to him, to find that no Mortification, 
or even Abatement was neceſlary : That he 
© had not only Gods to authoriſe his Extia- 


D. 


vagandcies; but that their 'very Feaſts and. 


« Sacrifice made Fart 'of his Crimes? that 
<_ Temples, were * Places of. Debunche | | 2 


an” N Juen 


and Exceſs, Where "Temperance. 
” ted "and Mod, N. excluded“. 


775 — 2 ws 
195158 * e Nu. guch 


abel mei & mei fontes & vive aque et ipſa in 
urbibus templa, Ne n pudicitiz procuremus. 
Ter tull, de $udicutiti 
| and again 50 O dats tris, ſi ſine ambitione gul- 
tis & Ve ol 1 175 W. laſcidiæ & ebrietates, cum Plorimum 
et v i tur, | 
vie _ Dab ut 4 idinis cauſa ee 117 
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with his 15 as i Ges is to mea 
Profun cy; for, in his Principle es, he; has als 


hired e us, "That rational K ud. intelli gent; ; Crea- 


14 409 genug 


tures are -Capa ble, ; of being. in their Meaſure 
happy, as { 91 baphy.s, Bat ls 95,,in, their: 
Meajure, | "they gre Hai c.. Ahe fs ture. Naw, 
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ho W. they, will arrive at this | Porky - which 
is to 'conftitute their Hap " or. how, it 


is 5 potlible, in the Nite of of Things, f. * or, Treas 
tures 3 Nee pure in 6 Obſ bſervance of 


200111 en 


9 Relig jon that e d. all eee i is 


What our Author m 
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N at ke Peer. 
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. * 18. We od Out, Philoſopher .cryipg 
out loudly againſh th e Want of Unanimity 
arnonight Chis; 3 . without it, 2 Jays 
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travagancies of the Heathen Worſhip p. fo 
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Wong x me zr. 
thors teſtify againſt them, amongſt whom, Sera Ae 


and N have 7 flagrant Accòunts mem to 155 
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lies ohe, Wbom 1 have known deep en- 
gaged 10 1 teligtous Contioverſy; who; hen 
the Opponetit preſs d home his Argument, 
anſwerd, Twill: not be ebnvinced; When 
the Deiſts thiermſtlves unite! in every minute 
Circuſhiſtahct, then the Chriſtians will a- 
gres: But however; until the World ſpeaks 
ene Tano do you fit _ aid et 
N LOW „ 85 85 x 0b 
1 „ e nee RRC 

WY tas kerher, in an * he Ab 
thority of the Sefiptyres, he brings in the 
en and tags, when they are aſk d ho- 
to be of Divine 
teſpiratich; | ay -anfwer, By the: Teftiniony 

of the Chut 6h; Do dot you think it very 
wife in him to bring in the Roman- CA. 
know Y fatmous they are for : adding) tid; 
or crninifhing the Sacred W ritings, juſt as 
they have found it for their Purpoſe : But 
che Appeal Ws umeeky 3 for, in France 
the Roinin-Catholicks) take wy the Apo. 
pho, as al: Oqnoieal 5. in Baglat u 
_ throw aſide the New" Teffament, and ink 
fit then are they to be Judges: Nay; the 
Cooneils and Fathers: they 9 . 
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dnt a6 mou beſt, five 0 5 of 


the Infallible Church ; by which Means 
Chronology bas been ſo far overturn'd, as 


to place ſome Men 100 Vears earlier, and 
others as much later than they liw'd. A- 


gain, he, as the Mouth of the Roman- 


Cathblicks, replies, That | the 8 cripture is 
delivered to moſt Proteſtants by Tranſlati ons, 
and they depend upon the Skill of fallible 
Men, isbo may err, becauſe | their \Tranſla= 
tions are contrary. I own, the various 


5 Readings of the 5 Old and New | Teſtament 
amount to many.; Thouſands, which is more, 
perhaps, than our Philoſopher knew; and 


what is all this to the Purpoſe? Nothing. 


The various Editions of the Greek and 
Roman Writers, whether Poets or Hiſtorians, 
all: differ in ſome minute Circumſtance, or 
other: How various are the Editions of 


Humer and Harate, and many others, not 


two of which are exactly the lame,” tho 


ptinted from the Ame Original ; nor is there 
two: Editions of the Bible printed in Eng- 
land, Scotland, France, or. Ireland, exactly 


the fame: It is impoſſible they ſhould be ſo; 


and yet I never heard. that any two Edi- 
Dus WJ: 4-5 tions 


ETON 


(J)) 


tions differed in any eſſential Point} unleſs 
done by Deſign: Compoſing and correct- 


ing are ſuch nice Employments, and ſo 


weakening to the Eye of an Artiſt, that no 
Workman will promiſe to guard abſalutely 
againſt all Errors. And ſo our Author muſt 
know, if he be at all acquainted with Print- 
ing, and therefore, the Objection is trifling; 


which, indeed, he at laſt owns, in pag. 21. 


But, admitting that. this Objectiom of the 
Papiſts is of no Weight, and that the Scrip- 
tures have been truly. tranſlated from the 
Languages they were originally written in; 
(Obſerve this Conceſſion) yet, - as | they have 
paſſed thro the Hands of many | Tranſlators 
in theſe Languages, mo bad it in” their 


Power greatly to corrupt them, This laſt 
Aſſertion, That they bad it in their Power 


greatly to corrupt them, is more than he 


can make appear; we don't believe that 
they always had it in their Power, to cor. 
rupt them ; it is more natural and charitable 
to believe, that the Tranſlators did the-beſt 


in their Power: to preſerve the Purity and 


Correctneſs of the Sacred Writings, for the 
Honour of their Office, and in Conſequence 
oF: m Regard they would naturally pay to 
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ſuch Writibgs : Beſides, no Doubt, If there 
were Inſpectors appointed always to examine 
the Copies, and compare them, from Time 
to Time, with their Originals; or elſe to 
what. Purpoſe were they [wrote at all? but 
this is a low Shift, and the only Ohjection 
that the Deiſts now have to ro the whole | 
Weight of their Arguments upon, even by 
our Author's own Confeſſion ; * the Con- 
ſequence of this is, our Writer ſays, That 
the Scriptures, in theſe later Ages," cannot 
poſſibly he proved to be the Mord of God by 
themſelvos. Obſerve theſe by themſeluss, how 
jadedly they come in double diſtanced ; our 
Writer is a Philoſopher by himſelf, to lay 
the Weight of his Argument and Salvation 
upon ſuch a weak Objection, as, that the 
Scriptures cannot be prov'd to be the Word 
of God by themſelves, becauſe Tranſlators 
and Tranſcribers may have, in ſome Places, 
put the Word ebovab for Lord or God: 
But, allowing this Suppoſition, af what 
conſequence is it of to you, or me, who 
are to perform the Duties contain i in thoſe 
Writings. We are told, that Homer's Pieces 
were collected together, and puhliſh'd long 
4 wk they were . wt alter his Death: 


* : No W, 


13). 
Now, tho''the Pieces were fniſſid 15 4. 
mer himnſelf; yet, when they were collected 
— Publiſher might very fitly place 
them in the Order that they appear d to him 
to have been wrote, and call them Books, 
1, 2, &c. which would be juſt fo much more 
than Homer wrote, or perhaps, intended ; 
yet, nevertheleſs, they are the Works ef 
Homer. And when the Canon of the Ney 
Teſtament, was ſettled, after collecting to- 
gether, the Works of the Evangeliſts, it is 
Poſſible they might not be abſolutely the 
ſame in every Word that they now are; 
but, for Inſtance, inſtead of the firſt Book 
being call'd the Goſpel ' according to St. 
Matthew, it might be call d, A Hiſtory of 
the Life of Jeſus Chriſt from bis Nativity, 
and ſo of the reſt. Where is the Difference 
between Hifory and Goſpel ; if there be any 
Preheminence in the two Words, it is in 
the latter, for Gepe ! has a much more aſ- 
fecting and intereſting Import than Hifory. 
_ Hiſtories are of divers Kinds, as well civil 
and military, as eccleſiaſtical and others, 
and means nothing more than a Relation 

of ſome Things that happened at ſuch a 

Time; but the Word Goſpel means ſome- 
thing 


þ 
Is 


4 TY 
thing m more, as glad Tidings, which Appellation 
might be given to the Writings of the Evan- 
geliſts, at the Time of ſettling the Canon, tho 1 
mention all thisonly to ſhew that ſuch Diſtinc- 
tions are of no Service to Deiſm ; the adding an 
and, or a the, where the Senſe is not per- 
fectly clear, or inſtead of other Words leſs 
| underſtood, will never corrupt any Author, nor 
make the Property deſcend to any other 
Perſons than whoſe they really are: In 
Caſes of new Editions of Books our Au- 
thor would aſſert, they are not eſſentially 
the ſame with the old; if fo, we are not 
to regard his Letter at all, no, not even 
his Propofitions and Principals, becauſe they 
are entirely upon the Change; for if, ac- 
cording to his own Way of reaſoning, they 
ate to vary every Edition, no Man muſt or 
ſhould regard the preſent, but wait till 
they are refined, and . perfected in the laſt 
Edition, which may 1 100. Years 
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"eſp peftively, this is not ſo Fool as Ae 
tended by theſe Proteflants whoſe en 
we are now ps > toi 8. | 


Who cet Wotan are 12 bot k any 
ite h conſidering, he has not been fo 
particular as to tell us, perhaps, he: durſt 
not, becauſe this would have given them 
the Opportunity of replying, tho I am apt 
to think they are moſtly dead, for he hag a 
wonderful Art of throwing Invectives againſt 
worthy Men, whoſe Writings are not ac- 
ls to Didi 8 850 of: ee 


ny 
ai! $1 


he Reit d ce e Truth 


of we Dofrines and Precepts of the Scrip- 
tures, I never knew that any true Proteſtant. 


a nor can our Writer deny them. „r 


vols 


There is a Faſſge in the Life of: the 
moſt celebrated moral Philoſopher of Anti- 
quity, which our Author would do well to 
temember, ho ſent back a Book, in Which, 
as in Revelation, there were Hine Things 
hard to be underſtood, with this: modeſt 
en, Ke That” in it it there were 


V. many 


3 7 = 

5 many Things which he- could perceive 
ce wete excellently well faid : and though 
© he could not perceive the ſame of the 
08 reſt, yet this ought rather to be imputed 
4 to Watt of Sagacity in himſelf; than to 
« Want of it in the Author; fince it 
was reaſonable: to imagine that he who 

&.-wrote fo well in one Part, t rage the 
7090 en. in Oran 91 0 * een "y ous 
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a We. are negli to arrive at a perfect 
Apprehenſion of every minute Circumſtance 
in the Sacred Writings, no more than we 
are of many other Books; our Faculties are 
limited and conkined, which our Phiſoſe» 
pher owns to be: the Caſe 31: yet will he run 
into Ealfhoods -! ang Inconſiſtenoies. 


Our diflingaiſhed Moden among il the 
e Divines, with all their, Refinement, 


$i h. gravelld with . their Fredgugſ 


aq; ben bey come 10 the Diſeufion.c.of 


e ee eee 
ſures are knoum o be. tbe mord and Ne 
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i 1 Peet's to. his W and * 

i Impudence is ſufficient to Peak it in the. 
| Face of the World : By t the Word Prede- 

C | ceſſors, he means to: throw. | an Odium⸗ on 

{ | ' Chriſt himſelf: and his A tles; to treat hein 

1 | | all. alike, as a Farcel of G 6 nd Ee we 18 

5 they preach'd: and, diſputed "opt peniy hind 

1 "Face of the, World; was Ken by, ert 


Ni umbers, of People at A Tithe, 'who- ert 
hraced their Dockrine, receiv their Rel. 
A on; and Thouſands weie 'converted:.i ink 
8 : at Rome itſelf, fatned” throughout!” the 
'World for . Wiſdom and Arts: Many be- 
1 came Chriſtians before Paul went to 9 5 
Li "among them : : And our modern Dixi 
jy one or other of them, ate f wg us * 
ene a an nd Lectures in Divin n | 
ery py ' witneſs Secker, Wilts” Nici 
errick, 5 Mer, Chandler 7 and! others, whole 
- Names 7 increaſe & into x gordon 
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Mans 
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N Mans for. that Life, which 8 written, and, 


; Hd, to be the Life, of bim, was done by 
dne, who liyd 100 Veats after the Time 
that. Apollanins | is ſuppoſed” to have livd 
in „and could not know fo much of him, 
Fig Highlander does of Nut Kan, the 
| Eichen Fe : whereas, thoſe who have 
Siren us the Life of Jeſus Chi, were co 
"temporary with, Chriſt, faw, . and 'convers' 
with him, and were Witnglſes of w hat they 
wrote The other, > Philoſtratus, ere to 
Aiſeredit Chilfiianity under the Reign of 
"Severus, When the Heathens endeavou rd © 
Tuppreſs it by all poſſible Means; but it till 
"prevail'd, and * now 1 itſelf almoft 
"5 the  babitable World. „ 
f con Hh cog 
© Wa wy” Hala 
0 4g t che Beginning of his Letter, lamented 
! "this own Ignorance, and Uncertainty concern- 
ing Things of the utmoſt Importance, apd 
 ardently wiſh' d for what we. enjoy, and yet 
Wher ; Wih'd for what our Philoſopher 
rejets and contemns, the Aſſiſtance of a 
| divine Revelation, and yet has the Boldneſs 
deo bring Socrates in to vindicate himſelf; The 
. Revelation we have ! is often Mx the 3 
* 8 be bn * H 2 6 F? 18 Rule 
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| and whereifi 456 


molt, a Philoſop her.” ence can wwe 
form 1 4 Juſt Ide IEas | 'of the Nas 
ture and AO. of 1 5 or be inform on 
ith C int th de e ions we bear 0 
d 55 f x 5 Homage 160 Putz y he re. 
quires us to pay?. Where, elle” can Man, 
poor Man, learn that important "Leffon, Rath, 
thy un and; from that Knowledge | to direct 
þi 9 70 Ds 7 "exalt Wine Views, and purſue his 
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